
 

Winter 2019 Edition 
 

Message from your PTO presidents 

Greeting Parkview Families!  It’s hard to believe we 

are halfway through the school year! It was so great 

to see so many families out at the school carnival. 

Seeing students, siblings, parents and grandparents 

come together as a community was a good reminder 

of what the PTO is all about. Yes, we do a bit of 

fundraising but building a community where kids feel 

they belong and parents feel supported is at the core 

of what we strive to do!  

We have some great events to look forward to in the 

second half of the year! We hope to see you all at 

the Science Fair and the Parkview Auction and 

Social! Looking ahead to next year, the Parkview PTO 

Board is seeking volunteers that would like to join 

the board for the 2019-2020 school year.  If you have 

any interest in serving or if you have any questions 

about which positions will be available, please email 

us at contact@parkviewpto.org 

With gratitude,  Cindy & Leslie 
 

In this issue:  

● Upcoming events 

● Message from the Principal 

● Support and outreach 

● Tech education 

● Enrichment update 

● Treasurer’s report 

● Communication corner: Meeting highlights 

& more 

● Fundraising fun 

● Social events:More panda fun! 

● Student spotlight  

● Get involved! 

 

Upcoming events 

● Feb 22 Science Fair 6 PM 

● March 12 PTO general meeting at 630 PM 

● March 14 Silent auction & family fun night 

time TBD 

● April 9 PTO general meeting at 630 PM 
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Message from the Principal 

Parkview Families, 

As we pass the 

midpoint in the 

school year, 

Parkview Elementary 

School is in the midst 

of a busy stretch of 

time. Not only are 

report cards being 

finalized but we are, 

as a staff, reflecting 

on the first part of 

the year and at the 

same time planning 

for the remaining months of school. Sprinkle in a few 

recent snow days, and we are making every effort to 

ensure each day is a meaningful one. 

One of our primary focuses between now and June 

will be the continued implementation of our 

Social/Emotional Learning (SEL) curriculum: Caring 

School Community. Throughout the school, we are 

seeing daily evidence of classroom participating in 

the K-5 curriculum adoption. Morning meeting is the 

most readily apparent component of the curriculum 

with teachers delivering the morning gathering 

across all classrooms. However, we are also 

developing buddy classroom activities as well as 

planning for an evening literacy-based family night. 

We will also begin to think towards next year and 

consider what additional components to add to our 

growing program. To inform those decisions, 

another important consideration of our SEL 

curriculum adoption is how to gauges its 

effectiveness.  

Over the coming weeks, I will begin working with 

teachers, parents and students to think critically 

about the curriculum adoption, its effectiveness 

within the classroom and its overall impact on the 

school. 

 

Sincerely,  
 
Mylo Allen 

 

Support & outreach 

The PTO sponsors many programs at Parkview as 

well as supporting teacher-led programs. One of 

these programs is Winter Wishes.  

Thank you Parkview Community for making Winter 

Wishes a HUGE success! 76 kids were served. Gift 

requests were snatched up as fast as I could post 

them. This truly is a special school community we 

have. In March we will host a supply drive for the 

Bellingham School District Family Service Center. We 

will be collecting laundry soap, toilet paper, hygiene 

supplies, shampoo, conditioner and more! We did 

this same supply drive last year, and when my 

daughter and I took the supplies to the service 

center, we literally stocked empty shelves with all 

these items that were so greatly needed. Let's 

double the amount of supplies this year!!! 

~ Kendra Meyer, VP of Support & Outreach 

 

 

 

Tech education  

Bellingham Public Library has established a new 

partnership with the Bellingham Public Schools 

known as ConnectED, which gives students access 

the Bellingham Public Library's wide range of 

educational and recreational resources.  

Through the partnership, student ID numbers are 

used as Bellingham Public Library card numbers. 

Every student in the Bellingham School District now 

has a library card!  Two, if they already have one.  
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Tech Ed (continued from previous page) 

So far, Mr. Hayden has gotten all of the third, fourth, 

and fifth graders logged in to their online accounts 

using the Libby application on school computers. 

(Second graders are next.) Libby can also be installed 

at home and on personal digital devices.  Parents, 

this may be the catalyst that will prompt you to 

finally get your own BPL card: Free Audiobooks! 

Sure, Audible is great, but it does add up.  

Please contact Ralph Hayden at: 

Ralph.Hayden@bellinghamschools.org  if you have 

questions about ConnectEd or Libby.  After you've 

asked your kids to show you the way, of course.  

 

Enrichment update 

Enrichment Session 3 runs from April 15 to June 7. 

Stay tuned for information on the next enrollment 

period. From crafting to keyboarding, we’re sure we 

have something for everyone throughout the year! 

Here are a few important reminders if your kiddo is 

participating: 

1.  Be sure to review the Code of Conduct with 

your child and return it signed back with 

your child to give to their instructor. The 

main gist is to be kind, be safe, and have 

fun. A copy is attached if you missed this 

piece of info (I know despite all our best 

efforts papers get lost). 

2. If your child is going home a way other than 

how you designated in your registration, 

you need to send a signed note with your 

child or contact the instructor in advance 

(when in doubt, send a signed note). Our 

goal is to keep all kids safe when it comes to 

going home plans. 

3. It helps to send an extra snack for after 

school if you are able. If you need help with 

that, please email me 

lindsaynicole12@gmail.com  

And, most importantly, have fun! We are so excited 

to have our pandas participate. With your help, we 

can continue to offer these programs throughout the 

year. Yay Parkview!  

Treasurer’s report 

Are you curious about where all of your fundraising 

dollars go?  We produce a monthly budget report 

which is available at all PTO General meetings. 

There is also a copy of the current budget report 

posted on the PTO bulletin board outside of the 

office.  You can see how much money we are raising 

with our fundraising initiatives, and how all of those 

donations are being spent on programs and activities 

to support our school community.  

This winter alone, your donations have helped to 

provide the winter session of after school 

enrichment clubs and cooking in the classroom with 

Common Threads, supported a well-attended Family 

Movie Night, and enabled the purchase of tri-fold 

boards and field notebooks for the science fair, 

among other things.  Teachers are beginning to 

schedule spring field trips and activities with funds 

dedicated for Whole Child experiences at each grade 

level. Your generous participation in our fundraisers 

really does make a difference for all of our kids! 

Whole Child Programs: Grade Level Experiences and 
Field Trips, Mount Baker Theater trips for each 
classroom, After School Enrichment classes, Art Walk 

Curriculum: Science on Wheels, Garden 
Maintenance and Common Threads Garden 
Education, Scholastic News, Science Fair 

School Support:  Library, Technology, Teacher 
Supply Stipends, Sensory Tools, Playground 
Equipment, Staff Appreciation, Family Support, 
Winter Wishes, Bookfair 

Social Events:  Family Fun Nights, Carnival, 5th Grade 
Luncheon, June Barbecue 

Administrative: Operations, Directory, Newsletters, 
Yearbook 
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Communication corner: Meeting 

highlights & more 

The PTO has a variety of communication tools to 

reach parents and students. Please check our 

Facebook page or website for more information. We 

also feature guest speakers at our monthly PTO 

meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of 

each month in the Parkview library at 6:30 PM. 

These meetings provide a great opportunity to hear 

new information and ask questions.  

Our October meeting featured Patrick Durgan, 

Director and Executive Chef of Bellingham’s food 

services program. He provided information on the 

Bellingham Food Promise, goals for the district, and 

implementation of good eating habits in our homes. 

All kids should and can have good quality healthy 

food at school. This is a key part of the Bellingham 

Food Promise. Every school now has a fresh salad 

bar.  Student lunches are a good deal at $2.75. Come 

to school and try it! Adult lunch costs $4.00, 

including the salad bar (cash and checks accepted). 

For more information visit 

http://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/fi

nance-and-operations/food-services/  

We also heard from Ellie Twitty, Garden Coordinator, 

Americorps. She is teaching 3 autumn garden classes 

for each classroom, 5 winter cooking classes, and 5 

spring garden classes. 

Our November meeting featured the topic of social 

and emotional learning with guest speaker Trina 

Hall. Our elementary and middle schools are starting  

Communication corner (continued) 

to use an SEL curriculum which helps develop: 

self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, 

relationship skills, and responsible decision-making. 

Research shows that if SEL is explicitly taught there 

are better student outcomes, including higher 

academic achievement. The district has chosen two 

difference curricula for K-5 and middle school. The 

grade K-5 curriculum recommendation is Caring 

School Community. Grade 6-8 curriculum is RULER.  

More information about each standard may be 

found on the district’s website at:  

http://bellinghamschools.org/about/committees-ad

visory-groups/social-emotional-curriculum-advisory-

group/   

In January, the PTO hosted Steve Clarke, Assistant. 

Superintendent of Teaching and Learning and 

co-chair of the Attendance Area Committee. The 

committee is considering elementary and middle 

school boundary changes.  Student growth in the 

north end and equity concerns are driving the need 

for changes, which could impact Parkview. The 

committee is striving to have a transparent process, 

and is looking for input and feedback. More 

information on proposed school attendance area 

scenarios may be found by searching “attendance 

areas” on the district’s website at 

bellinghamschools.org 

 

Fundraising fun 

In addition to ongoing programs like Common 

Threads garden education, purchasing new books for 

the library, and coordinating amazing after school 

enrichment clubs, PTO funds support field trips such 

as the 4th grade Salish Sea trip and Woodland Park 

Zoo.  

PTO also celebrates our hardworking staff with 

treats, meals and raffle prizes during staff 

appreciation week and supports Bike and Walk to 

School Day.  

PTO funds also help with our school’s entry into the 

Children’s Art Walk and  help welcome new 

Kindergartners on Open House Day.  
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Fundraising (continued from previous page) 

Your generosity makes all of these experiences 

possible and is part of what makes Parkview such a 

special community. While most of our funding 

comes from the Jogathon and the Silent Auction, we 

also raise funds all year long through our SCRIP, 

Hammerhead Coffee, and Box Top programs. 

We thank you all for supporting all of these 

initiatives and making it possible to give so many fun 

and enriching opportunities to Parkview kids! 

Here are some other ways you can help raise money 

for Parkview:  

● Amazon Smile: When you use this as your 

default way to access Amazon, 0.05% of your 

eligible purchases will be donated to the 

Parkview PTO.  Bookmark this link! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-2373878  

● Fred Meyer: By connecting your Fred Meyer 

rewards card to the PTO you are raising money 

for Parkview every time you shop. 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/ 

communityrewards/enroll  Parkview’s 

non-profit number is LV446.  

● SCRIP:  Doing your grocery shopping with SCRIP 

gift cards earns money for the PTO!  Once a 

month you can place an order for gift cards for 

Haggen, Fred Meyer, the Co-op and several 

other local retailers.  You pay face value for your 

card and the retailer pays a percentage back to 

the PTO.  http://parkview-pto.squarespace.com  

● Box Tops:  when you purchase a product with 

the “Box Tops for Education” logo on it, cut it 

out and save it!  These are worth ten cents 

EACH! Save your Box Tops all year long! 

 

Social events 

Movie night was a 

great success!  

Pandas enjoyed an 

entertaining night out 

at Parkview on 

December 13. Thank 

you to all that helped 

with this event. Many 

hands make light work 

and your help was 

greatly appreciated! 

Social events (continued) 

Carnival 

The annual school Crazy Hat Carnival is one of the 

most fun events at Parkview. It’s a fun night of 

games, pizza dinner, box maze, a photo booth by 

Tiffany Brooks and all-around fabulous evening of 

enjoying our Parkview community!  

The carnival is such an anticipated event each year 

for Parkview.A BIG THANK YOU to Levi and Lil Haines 

for taking on this event. Our kids had so much fun! 

 

We are also looking for helpers for other social 

events (family fun nights, end-of-year BBQ, 5th 

grade luncheon) in any capacity, big or small! Please 

contact the PTO at contact@parkviewpto.org if you 

are available to help in any capacity.  

 

Silent auction & family fun night 

This event is a great way to connect with other 

Panda families in a social and comfortable, 

off-campus, family-friendly setting.  

It's also an opportunity to auction off some great 

experiences & raise funds for field trips for each 

grade level and other programs funded by your PTO. 

An auction item list will be coming home in Panda 

Pockets and will be posted online at 

www.parkviewpto.org  
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Silent auction & family fun night (continued) 

Please contact Cara Piscitello at 

cara.piscitello@gmail.com if you are able to donate 

any items, experiences, or if you are available to help 

with the event.  

We promise you that volunteering to help  in any 

capacity will be fun and rewarding! Big or small and 

in any capacity, we sincerely appreciate your help 

with this important fundraising event.  

 

Get Involved! 

We are always looking for volunteers to contribute 

to the success of the PTO programs and activities at 

Parkview. Events, field trips, and other amazing 

experiences don’t just happen by accident. The 

following programs are directly supported by the 

PTO through fundraising and from from the hard 

work of  volunteers and donations from all our 

supporters.  

Communication: Newsletter, Directory, Yearbook, 
Volunteer Appreciation, Staff Awards, Bamboo 

Social: Family Fun Nights, Carnival, 5th Grade 
Celebration, End of Year BBQ, Meet + Greet/1st 
day of school welcome table 

Support+Outreach: Winter Wishes, Parkview 
Cares Food Boxes, Parkview Gives Back, Staff 
Appreciation, Kindergarten Orientation/First Day 

Enrichment: Art Walk, After School Classes, 
School Garden, Science on Wheels, Science Fair, 
Whole Child  

Fundraising: Jogathon, SCRIP, Panda Wear, 
Hammerhead Coffee, Boundary Bay Auction, Box 
tops, Book Fair, Dine out, Village Books, Amazon 
Smile, Fred Meyer Rewards, Tea Collection, Value 
Village 

Get involved (continued)  

 

You may fill out a volunteer information form online 

at parkviewpto.org/volunteer. Please email 

comments or suggestions to: 

contact@parkviewpto.org 

 

Student spotlight: Athena Lundberg  

Each newsletter, we like to feature a Parkview Panda 

at our school. In this issue, we introduce to you: 

Athena Lundberg!  

 

Grade: Kindergarten;  Teacher: Ms Henehan 

A little bit about me: I’m originally from Utah, where 

I have a huge family! I live here with my mom and 

dad, brother, dog and cat, also one fish!  

My Favorite things:  

Color: Pink Food: PIzza, for sure! 

Animal: Rabbits are so 
cute and fluffy! 

Movie: Small Foot 

Sport: Soccer Book: I like to search and 
find books of any kind! 

Favorite things: My ipad, 
piano and scooter 

Other interests: Dancing, 
singing, playing games, 
and being with my family. 

One thing I love about Parkview: I love music class 

and the performances done on stage by other 

students. Assemblies are my favorite!  
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