
 

Fall 2019 Edition 
 

Message from your PTO president 

Happy fall! I hope both new and old Parkview 

families are settling into school routines and 

enjoying the Parkview community. PTO activities are 

already in full swing. Some are easy to spot: 

popsicles at the meet and greet, the first after school 

enrichment session getting underway, staff 

appreciation lunches set out, SCRIP and coffee order 

forms out, jogathon pledge sheets coming home. 

Some are only dates on a calendar so far, but 

planning is well underway: field trips, assemblies, 

family movie night, carnival, science fair, silent 

auction…Some are simply part of how the school 

works every day: classroom supplies, curricular and 

family support.  

This year, the Parkview PTO is extending its mission 

of fostering student learning and community 

building by participating in a district-wide 

elementary equity pilot project. (You may have seen 

an email from the school district explaining the 

basics of the project). Along with twelve of the 

district’s fourteen elementary schools, we will 

contribute approximately 10% of our net fundraising 

to a pool which will be redistributed based on each 

school’s percentage of kids receiving free and 

reduced lunch. Based on numbers in recent years, 

we expect Parkview to be a net donor.  

In meetings with other PTA and PTO representatives 

over the last year about inequities in fundraising 

capacity across the district, I was consistently struck 

by Parkview’s strength – not only in terms of 

fundraising numbers, but also in terms of family 

engagement and commitment. I am excited about 

Parkview being part of this project; please let me 

know if you have any questions about it. 

Our major fundraiser of the year, of course, occurred 

on Friday, October 4. While the Jogathon does help 

fund many of the PTO’s activities, it is also simply a 

lot of fun. If you were able to come for any part of 

the day, to help count laps, to run with kids or to 

cheer, we greatly appreciated it!  Highlights of the 

event will be featured in our Winter newsletter.  

Look for more news coming soon about other fall 

and winter events, including: 

● PTO general meeting, with Sharon 

Shewmake (42nd LD representative and 

future Parkview parent), 10/15 

● PTO general meeting (speaker TBA), 11/12 

● Bookfair, Nov. 16-22 

● Family movie night, Dec. 12 

Your PTO board is always looking for volunteers, for 

new ideas, and for feedback. Please feel free to 

reach out to any of us, via the PTO email, the PTO 

Facebook page, or by saying hello at school. Thank 

you for all you do to make Parkview a warm and 

vibrant community!  

Jen Seltz 
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Message from the Principal 

Parkview Families, 

As we roll into the second calendar month of the 

school year, I am happy to report that we are off to a 

great start. We’ve successfully hosted our Meet and 

Great and Open House, are just about to run our 

annual Jogathon and, believe it or not, just a few 

weeks away from the beginning of Parent/Teacher 

conferencing. All and all, a busy and productive first 

six weeks of school. 

One of the major instructional focuses for our school 

this year continues to be our social emotional 

learning curriculum, Caring School Community. Last 

year, we began the curriculum adoption by focusing 

on daily morning meetings within each classroom. 

Every Parkview student participated in a gathering to 

start the day that focuses on developing 

relationships within the classroom community. This 

school year we are expanding our work to include a 

class meeting. The classroom meeting, which occurs 

roughly once a week, allows each classroom to dig 

deeper into a social emotional learning topic within 

a structure conversation. In addition, we have 

continued to use cross age buddy classroom 

activities, another part of the curriculum, throughout 

the entire school. 

Another emphasis this school year is full 

implementation of our 1:1 technology initiative. All 

elementary schools now have an enhanced digital 

environment for kindergarten through second grade 

while our intermediate classrooms have a device for 

each student. The overall approach to our 

technology initiative is to find ways for our 

technology resources to enhance our classroom 

learning. Through collaboration and professional 

development, our staff is participating in on-going 

conversation about student’s technology use, how a 

student can create versus consume with technology, 

and how best to integrate our resources into 

different content areas. 

Also, in the coming weeks, please be on the lookout 

for increased communication about the timeline 

associated with our construction project. This school 

year is shaping up nicely and will assuredly be filled 

with new and exciting experiences, many 

time-honored traditions, and the anticipation of 

watching a new school being constructed.  

Sincerely, Mylo Allen 

Community engagement 

The PTO sponsors many programs at Parkview as 

well as supporting our teachers.  

We seek to create an equitable student experience 

for all by supporting numerous programs and 

initiatives, some of which include:  

● Hearing and vision screening 

● Winter Wishes 

● Carnival 

● Movie night 

● Teacher appreciation 

●  Jr. Ski to Sea parade 

● 5th Grade celebration 

● End of year BBQ 

● And more!  

For tentative dates of all the fun events listed above 

and more, please see the PTO calendar on our 

website at http://www.parkviewpto.org/  

 

 

Treasurer’s report 

Thanks to your generous donations, the Parkview 

PTO raises approximately $40,000 per year to 

support students, teachers and staff.  Everyone’s 

contributions will make a meaningful difference to 

our Parkview community.  The Parkview PTO thanks 

you for your continued commitment to supporting 

our kids and community! 
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PTO general meeting highlights  

The PTO has a variety of communication tools to 

reach parents and students. Please check our 

Facebook page or website for more information. We 

also feature guest speakers at our monthly PTO 

meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of 

each month in the Parkview library at 6:30 PM. 

These meetings provide a great opportunity to hear 

new information and ask questions.  

September 2019: Meet your PTO Board, Update 

from Principal Allen  

The September general PTO meeting featured a 

welcome from our PTO President, Jennifer Seltz, 

along with an overview of the PTO board, budget, 

and programs.  

The current PTO board includes the following 

members:  

● President: Jennifer Seltz 

● Treasurer: Margo Gillaspy 

● Secretary: Alison Schepper 

● VP Fundraising: Justine Waymire 

● VP Enrichment: Jessyca Arthur-Cameselle 

● VP Communication: Gina Gobo Austin 

● VP Community Engagement : Emily Frazier 

Jennifer also summarized how the school district is 

addressing equity throughout the district, including a 

pilot program for sharing funds raised from the 

different PTOs and PTAs. Currently, 12 of the 14 

Bellingham Public Schools are participating in this 

program.  

Principal Allen welcomed everyone to the new 

school year and provided an update on plans for the 

new Parkview Elementary School. Construction is 

tentatively scheduled to start in the Spring of 2020 

with an anticipated opening in Fall of 2021.  

More information from the September general 

meeting may be found on the Parkview PTO website 

at : http://www.parkviewpto.org/meetings  

 

Fundraising 

We encourage you to help 

Parkview fundraise all year 

round! Here’s how you may 

help raise money for 

student programs:  

 

● Amazon Smile: When you use this as your 

default way to access Amazon, 0.05% of your 

eligible purchases will be donated to the 

Parkview PTO.  Bookmark this link! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-2373878  

● Fred Meyer: By connecting your Fred Meyer 

rewards card to the PTO you are raising money 

for Parkview every time you shop. 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/ 

communityrewards/enroll  Parkview’s 

non-profit number is LV446.  

● Box Tops:  When you purchase a product with 

the Box Tops  logo on it, cut it out and save it! 

These are worth ten cents EACH! Save them all 

year long! There’s also a new option to upload 

your BoxTops online. Please see instructions on 

your BoxTop label for more information.  
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Volunteer spotlight  

 

Who is that smiling face that greets you at the Panda 

Wear table? It’s none other than our own Parkview 

Panda Mom, Olesia Januszewski! We thank Olesia 

for all her hard work in ordering and distributing 

gear to all our Parkview Pandas. Taking the time to 

gather your orders, restock supplies, and make sure 

Panda Wear is updated on the Parkview website is 

no small task. Thank you from all of us at the 

Parkview PTO board and beyond!  

Here’s a little bit about our fearless Panda Wear 

superstar:  

Hi. I’m Olesia Januszewski and I’m a proud Panda 

parent of a 2nd grade girl named Leila. I also have a 

10 month old baby boy who keeps me on my toes. I 

just love the Parkview community and have really 

enjoyed being the Panda Wear lady. Volunteering at 

school has given me the chance to feel even more 

connected and involved. I’ve also had the 

opportunity to volunteer in my daughter’s 

classrooms over the last couple years and punch lap 

cards for the Jog-a-Thon. Parkview is such a great 

school and we’re happy to call ourselves Pandas! 

Teacher spotlight  

Each newsletter, we like to spend some time 

featuring one of our hard working teachers. We 

thank them everyday for all that they do for our little 

Pandas. For this edition, let’s get to know Parkview’s 

new second grade teacher, Corinne Friswold Birney!  

Grades taught: Kindergarten, First and Second 

Favorite color: Olive Green 

Favorite food: Apple! 

Favorite animal: Dolphin 

Favorite movie: The Little Mermaid 

Favorite sport: Swimming 

Favorite book:  Harry Potter Series 

Favorite quote: “Every child deserves a champion, an 

adult who will never give up on them, who 

understands the power of connection and insists 

that they become the best that they can possibly be” 

– Rita F. Pierson 

One thing I love about Parkview: The Students & 

Staff! 
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Student spotlight 

For this edition of the Student Spotlight, we 
introduce you to Liam Waymire! 

Grade: 3rd 

Teacher: Mrs. Swank 

A little bit about me: I'm the only kid in my family 

and I have two cats.  

Favorite color: Dark blue 

Favorite food: Cheese burgers 

Favorite animal: Hamsters and cats 

Favorite movie: Secret Life of Pets 2 

Favorite sport: Basketball 

Favorite book: Guinness Book of World Records and 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

My other interests are: running, riding my bike and 

playing with my cats 

One thing I love about Parkview: The playground and 

my friends 

Do you know a Parkview Panda that would like to be featured in 
our Student Spotlight? Please email contact@parkviewpto.org and 
we may include them in the next newsletter! 

Music announcements 

This year our Veterans Assembly will be led by the 

3rd graders on November 8th at 8:40 AM . This will 

be the 3rd grade's major performance for the school 

year!  

The 4th and 5th graders will combine for our Annual 

Holidays Around the World performance which will 

be at Parkview on Friday December 6th @ 1:20  and 

also down at the Holiday's Port Festival at the Ferry 

Terminal. Time still to be determined!  

After school clubs include Choir directed by Mrs. 

Ledray on Wednesdays! The Choir will be singing at a 

variety of events this Fall! 3rd, 4th and 5th graders 

can join future sessions!  

 

Get involved! 

We are always looking for volunteers to contribute 

to the success of the PTO programs and activities at 

Parkview. The following programs are directly 

supported by the PTO through fundraising and from 

volunteers and donations from all our supporters.  

● Communication: Newsletter, Directory, 
Yearbook, Volunteer Appreciation, website, 
flyers 

● Community engagement: Winter Wishes, 
Parkview Cares Food Boxes, Parkview Gives 
Back, Staff Appreciation, Kindergarten 
Orientation/First Day, Family Fun Nights, 
Carnival, 5th Grade Celebration, End of Year 
BBQ, Meet + Greet/1st day of school 
welcome table 

● Enrichment: Art Walk, After School Classes, 
School Garden, Science on Wheels, Science 
Fair, Whole Child  

● Fundraising: Jogathon, SCRIP, Panda Wear, 
Hammerhead Coffee, Boundary Bay 
Auction, Box tops, Book Fair, Dine out, 
Village Books, Amazon Smile, Fred Meyer 
Rewards, Tea Collection, Value Village 

 

You may fill out a volunteer information form online 
at www.parkviewpto.org/volunteer  
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Getting to and from Parkview  

We all know that feeling. You’re running late. You’re wrangling kids. Where are your shoes? Getting to school in 

the morning and afternoon can be both exciting and hectic. It can also be fun and provide an opportunity to be 

helpful and courteous. When arriving to school, please remember to park only in designated areas, keep driveways 

free and clear, and allow neighbors that are not headed to Parkview to safely pass to get to their homes. 

Remember to form a single line at drop off and use caution when entering and leaving the school. Loading and 

unloading our kids may take a little bit of time, but we can all make sure to keep this time stress-free and give 

them the positive support they need to get a great start to their day. With everyone’s help, we can all make visiting 

Parkview a wonderful experience! 
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