
 

Fall 2018 Edition 
 

Message from your PTO presidents 

We wanted to extend a warm welcome to all the 

new families that have joined our Parkview 

community this year. I hope you all are settling in 

nicely and feeling as if Parkview is home.  

We just wrapped up our annual Jog-a-thon, which is 

the PTO’s largest fundraiser.  It was an epic one: the 

music, the energy and school spirit, the balloon 

arches, the Sasquatch, all of those smiles on the kids’ 

faces!  Thank you to all of you who sponsored, 

donated, volunteered or came out the day of to 

support the kids. It truly is a special event that brings 

our community together.  

Our PTO operates under a pretty extensive budget, 

which allows us to do so much for the kids 

throughout the year.  Our goal of $25k was not a 

lofty one, as we have brought in upwards of $29k in 

the past. Unfortunately, we fell a little short this year 

and will be looking to make up the difference in 

future fundraisers, so we can keep funding events 

like Family Fun Nights, Carnival, Whole Child Field 

Trips, 5th grade Celebration, End of the Year BBQ, 

Staff Appreciation, After School Enrichment, Science 

Fair and much more. If you are interested in knowing 

all that the PTO funds or seeing a detailed annual 

budget, please visit our webpage for more details.  

Our next major fundraiser will be our Annual Silent 

Auction and Social on March 14th. This family 

friendly night will include raffle items, silent auction 

items and experiences for all budgets.  

Mark your calendars! In the meantime, there are 

many other ways to support the PTO.  Buying SCRIP, 

attending our Dine Out Night at the Filling Station on 

November 14th or shopping through Amazon Smile, 

to name a few.  It all adds up! We are so grateful for 

our Panda community!  Thank you for all you do! 

With gratitude, Cindy and Leslie  
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● Upcoming events 
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● Support and outreach 
● Social/Emotional Learning: Caring School 
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● Enrichment update 
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& more 
● Fundraising fun 
● Social events: You won’t want to miss this! 
● Student spotlight  
● Teacher spotlight 
● Get involved! 
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Upcoming events 

● October 23: School Picture Retakes 

● October 26:  Spirit Friday Favorite Character 

● November 13: PTO Meeting at 6:30 PM 

● November 14: Family Night Out at Village 

Books & Filling Station 3:00PM to 8:00PM 

● December: No PTO meeting 

● December 3: Book Fair starts 

● December 13: Family Movie Night at 

6:00PM 

● January 8: PTO meeting at 6:30PM 

 

Message from the Principal 

Parkview Families, 

As we move into Fall, our 

school is humming right 

along. Students have 

acclimated to the new 

school year, routines and 

rituals are in place, and we 

are well underway in the 

design phase of our new 

facility. All and all, it has 

been a great start to the school year. 

One of the new faces around Parkview this school 

year is Assistant Principal, Michelle Hess. In addition 

to her time at our school, Michelle spends half of her 

week at Alderwood Elementary, also opening a new 

facility. Temporary administrative support is added 

to schools undergoing construction projects so that 

principals can focus some of their time on all that 

goes with the design, construction and opening of a 

new school. 

Michelle has twenty-eight years combined 

experience as a teacher and administrator. She loves 

working with kids, engaging with families and 

supporting students and staff with their own 

learning goals. Michelle shares that there is 

something special about Parkview and she feels 

grateful to be a part of the Panda family. When not 

working in schools, Michelle enjoys long walks with 

her husband and Bichon-Shih Tzu, Cameo, and 

experimenting with “deer resistant” plants in her 

garden. 

Sincerely, Mylo Allen 

Support & outreach 

The PTO sponsors many programs at Parkview as 

well as supporting teacher-led programs. One of 

these programs is Winter Wishes. In 2016, when my 

daughter was in Kindergarten, I was asked if I would 

be interested in putting together a gift program to 

help families that needed a little extra support 

during the holidays. From there, with the help of our 

school counselor Aileen Gardner, we developed 

Winter Wishes. The first year, gifts for 65 kids were 

donated. Last year wrapping paper, bows & ribbon, 

tape, coffee & cookies, gifts for 87 kids and a 

handmade quilt for each family were all donated. I 

was ecstatic to see so much generosity by our 

Parkview families and staff! We truly have an 

incredible community. We'll be gearing up for 

Winter Wishes again this year. Keep an eye out in 

the Panda Pocket for more information and a list of 

ways you can help out.  

~ Kendra Meyer, VP of Support & Outreach 

 

Social/emotional learning: Caring 

School Community 

Professional teachers have always included 

character development alongside with academics, 

but as more attention is drawn towards best 

practices for social/emotional learning there was a 

demand across the district to provide resources for 

teaching this crucially important subject. Last year a 

group of administrators, elementary school staff, 

parents, and community members, myself included, 

spent months picking out a curriculum that married 

evidence-based practice with the Bellingham 

Promise. What came out is a program called Caring 

School Community. 
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Social/emotional learning (continued) 

Caring School Communities is now being taught in 

every classroom at Parkview Elementary. The 

program’s foundation is creating a safe, caring 

environment that promotes ownership of the 

classroom climate, provides opportunities to learn 

from one another, and allows every student to feel 

seen and heard. So far we are starting by exploring 

Morning Circle, a meeting at the start of the day that 

includes a greeting and a brief lesson on a 

social/emotional concept. There are other elements 

to the program, including Buddy Classroom activities 

and assemblies, that we will venture into when the 

time is right. For now, ask your children what the 

morning greeting is this week, or if you are 

volunteering in the classroom feel free to sit in on a 

Morning Circle! 

~ Aileen Gardner, Parkview School Counselor 

For more information, you can call or email me at 

Haruna.gardner@bellinghamschools.org or visit the 

Caring School Community website at 

https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/programs/

caring-school-community/. 

 

Enrichment update 

Parkview’s after school clubs are up and running! 

Students are enjoying stretching their brains and 

bodies through a variety of activities such as yoga, 

choir, photography, Y Adventures, cake decorating 

and more. 

After School Enrichment (ASE) activities give our 

Pandas an opportunity to experience school in the 

"off hours" by participating in a class that is 

interesting, engaging, and, quite possibly, a different 

kind of experience than they might have during the 

regular school day. 

 As we plan and create our ASE calendar, we are 

always trying to have a good balance of physical 

activity, music, art, and other experiential 

opportunities. If you are interested in helping out 

with ASE in a planning capacity we are definitely 

looking for volunteers! It's a fun way to be involved 

in our Parkview community in a behind-the-scenes 

way. Please email contact@parkviewpto.org  

Enrichment update (continued) 

Our next session will run from January 22 - March 

15. Visit the www.parkviewpto.org to register. Thank 

you to ASE VP Jennifer Seltz for leading and a special 

thank you to Angela Taylor and Lindsay Anderson 

for all your hard work in  helping organize this 

program! 

Treasurer’s report 

Your donations to the PTO support a whole host of 

activities and programs throughout the school 

community.  
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Treasurer’s report (continued) 

Some examples of PTO sponsored or supported 

programs include the following: 

● Whole Child Programs: Grade Level 

Experiences & Field Trips, Mount Baker 

Theater trips for each classroom, After 

School Enrichment classes, Art Walk 

● Curriculum: Science on Wheels, Garden 

Maintenance and Common Threads Garden 

Education, Scholastic News, Science Fair 

● School Support:  Library, Technology, 

Teacher Supply Stipends, Sensory Tools, 

Playground Equipment, Staff Appreciation, 

Family Support, Winter Wishes, Bookfair 

● Social Events:  Family Fun Nights, Carnival, 

5th Grade Luncheon, June Barbecue 

● Administrative: Operations, Directory, 

Newsletters, Yearbook 

 

Communication corner: Meeting 

highlights & more 

The PTO has a variety of communication tools to 

reach parents and students. Please check our 

Facebook page or website for more information. We 

also feature guest speakers at our monthly PTO 

meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of 

each month in the Parkview library at 6:30 PM. 

These meetings provide a great opportunity to hear 

new information and ask questions.  

Our September meeting with Bellingham School 

District Superintendent, Dr. Greg Baker, was very 

informative and we had a great turn-out!  One topic 

discussed included information on upcoming capital 

projects. 

 

Communications (continued) 

Sehome High School is on target to open in late 

January  2019. The district’s new Central Kitchen is 

nearing completion, and they anticipate serving 

more whole, fresh foods to students starting in 2019. 

Bellingham is also getting an appraisal for a potential 

site for a new district office. Parkview, Alderwood 

and Sunnyland elementary schools are slated to be 

rebuilt and open by 2022. Design advisory groups for 

Parkview and Alderwood met last spring and they 

are currently working with the city and county on 

some complexities around land use. 

Other topics of discussion included the State budget, 

helping kids stay active, Parkview enrollment 

numbers, and safety and security. A detailed 

meeting summary may be found on the PTO’s 

website at www.parkviewpto.org  

On the topic of safety and security, last May 2018, 

we received information about emergency and 

safety in the Bellingham School System. Do you 

know what to do in the event of an emergency at 

Parkview? Do you know the location of the 

designated Safe Route to School for walking and 

riding your bike? For answers to these questions and 

more, please visit the district’s webpage at 

http://bellinghamschools.org/families/school-day-inf

ormation/emergency-and-safety/ or contact Jonah 

Stinson, Director of School Safety and Emergency 

Management, Jonah.Stinson@bellinghamschools.org  

There is also some safety preparation that families 

may do at home:  

● Make a plan & have a discussion 

● Store 2 weeks of  food, water & supplies 

● Have an out-of-area contact 

● Have a code word for “I’m ok” that can be 

sent in a short text 
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Fundraising fun 

In addition to ongoing programs like Common 

Threads garden education, purchasing new books for 

the library, and coordinating amazing after school 

enrichment clubs, PTO funds support field trips such 

as the 4th grade Salish Sea trip and Woodland Park 

Zoo.  

PTO also celebrates our hardworking staff with 

treats, meals and raffle prizes during staff 

appreciation week and supports Bike and Walk to 

School Day.  

PTO funds also help with our school’s entry into the 

Children’s Art Walk and  help welcome new 

Kindergartners on Open House Day.  

Your generosity makes all of these experiences 

possible and is part of what makes Parkview such a 

special community. While most of our funding 

comes from the Jogathon and the Silent Auction, we 

also raise funds all year long through our SCRIP, 

Hammerhead Coffee, and Box Top programs. 

Jog-a-thon was an AMAZING event this year. In 

addition to raising funds for programs at Parkview, 

this event is a wonderful community bonding event 

for our school. Thank you to Laurel, Rochelle, and 

everyone else that helped pull-off one of the most 

epic Jog-a-thons EVER!!! 

 

 

 

 

We also thank you all for supporting all of these 

initiatives and making it possible to give so many fun 

and enriching opportunities to Parkview kids! 

Here are some other ways you can help raise money 

for Parkview:  
 

● Amazon Smile: When you use this as your 

default way to access Amazon, 0.05% of your 

eligible purchases will be donated to the 

Parkview PTO.   Bookmark this link! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-2373878  

● Fred Meyer: By connecting your Fred Meyer 

rewards card to the PTO you are raising money 

for Parkview every time you shop. 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/ 

communityrewards/enroll  Parkview’s 

non-profit number is LV446.  

● SCRIP:  Doing your grocery shopping with SCRIP 

gift cards earns money for the PTO!  Once a 

month you can place an order for gift cards for 

Haggen, Fred Meyer, the Co-op and several 

other local retailers.  You pay face value for your 

card and the retailer pays a percentage back to 

the PTO.  http://parkview-pto.squarespace.com  

● Box Tops:  when you purchase a product with 

the “Box Tops for Education” logo on it, cut it 

out and save it!  These are worth ten cents 

EACH! Save your Box Tops all year long! 
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Social events 

Family night out 

Wednesday, November 14th, 3-8pm, Village Books 

will be donating 20% of Parkview sales (pre-tax) to 

the Parkview library for new books. Families must 

complete a form (go to www.parkviewpto.org) and 

bring it in during event hours in order for us to get 

credit for the sales. 

A special story time will take place at 6pm by our 

very own Ralph Hayden. Also that same night, The 

Filling Station will be doing a give back event for us 

and 10% of their daily sales (lunch and dinner, 

excluding alcohol sales) will be donated back to 

Parkview PTO. So grab your neighbors and join with 

other Parkview families  for dinner prior to the 

Village Books story time! 

Can’t make it to Family Fun night in Fairhaven?  No 

problem!  You may  order online at 

villagebooks.com.  Just type “Parkview School Night” 

in the comments box and Parkview gets the credit! 

Reminder:  Online orders MUST be made and PAID 

FOR during the School Night hours on November 

14th in order to receive credit.  

Carnival 

The annual school Crazy Hat Carnival is one of the 

most fun events at Parkview. It’s a fun night of 

games, pizza dinner, box maze, a photo booth by 

Tiffany Brooks and all-around fabulous evening of 

enjoying our Parkview community!  

We need your help to make this event happen this 

year. We are looking for a team of volunteers from 

box collectors for the popular box maze, to food pick 

up and donations.  The carnival is such an 

anticipated event each year for Parkview. Without a 

committee, we will not be able to have a carnival 

this coming year. Please contact the PTO at 

contact@parkviewpto.org if you are interested in 

joining the carnival committee. We are also looking 

for helpers for other social events (movie night, 

family fun nights, end-of-year BBQ, 5th grade 

luncheon) in any capacity, big or small! 

 

 

 

 

Social events (continued)  

 

Silent auction  

This event is a great way to connect with other 

Panda families in a social and comfortable, 

off-campus, family-friendly setting.  

It's also an opportunity to auction off some great 

experiences & raise funds for field trips for each 

grade level and other programs funded by your PTO. 

An auction item list will be coming home in Panda 

Pockets and will be posted online at 

www.parkviewpto.org  

The tentative date for the silent auction is March 14, 

2018 

Parkview pandas race in the Bellingham Bay 

Marathon 

This year, 6 teams of parents, teachers, and friends 

raced in the Bellingham Bay Marathon. This was a 

wonderful team event that brought together new 

friends and old.  

 

Racers inspired their families and others in the 

community by training throughout the year for this 

endurance event. Teams ran, walked or skipped their 

way through the course. We hope to have even 

more teams for next year. Stay tuned later this year 

for information on how you can participate in the 

next event. Thanks to Alisson Bonner for 

spearheading this!  
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Student spotlight: Jessica Dickerson 

Each newsletter, we like to feature a Parkview Panda 

at our school. In this issue, we introduce to you: 

Jessica Dickerson!  

Grade: 5th 

Teacher: Ms. Mann 

A little bit about me: When I was born I weighed 1 lb 

3 oz and was 11 inches long. 

Favorite things: Graphic novels, animals & my 

wonderful family 

Color: Purple, yellow, & orange 

Food: Pediasure 

Animal: My dog Bumble 

Movie: Over the Hedge 

Sport: Tetherball  

Book: Ghosts 

My other interests are: baking, drawing graphic 

novels, reading, and television 

One thing I love about Parkview: Friends, talent 

show, assembly squad 

 

 

 

  

Teacher spotlight: Karina Swank 

Have you met Ms. Swank? The next time you see 

her, ask her about her favorite book!  

Here are some of Ms Swank’s other favorite things:  

Grade taught: 3rd 

Color: Purple 

Food: I love ALL food, but some of my favorites 

are...cheese & crackers, corn on the cob & 

sandwiches 

Animal: Penguins & bears 

Movie: The Harry Potter Series 

Sport: Football 

Book: Again, too many to choose from...usually 

mysteries or historical fiction 

Quote:  

"Happiness can be found even in the darkest of 

times, if one only remembers to turn on the light." 

-Albus Dumbledore 

One thing I love about Parkview: I love so many 

things about Parkview, but the sense of community 

between families, students, and teachers really 

draws me to this school! 
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Get Involved! 
We are always looking for volunteers 

to contribute to the success of the 

PTO programs and activities at 

Parkview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

You may fill out a volunteer 

information form online at 

parkviewpto.org/volunteer. Please 

email comments or suggestions to: 

contact@parkviewpto.org 
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